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The Melomed Bellville Hospital is a custom-built new 
hospital situated on the corner of Voortrekker Road and 
AJ West Street in Bellville. 

Many people have speculated about its position, and the his-
tory of how Melomed Hospital Holdings acquired the location 
makes an interesting story. 
Providing health care to the previously disadvantaged

Melomed Hospital Holdings is a black-owned company 
based in the Cape Flats area of Cape Town. Other hospitals in 
the Melomed hospital group are Melomed Gatesville Hospital 
(established in 1989) and Melomed Mitchell’s Plain Hospital 
(purchased from the Medi-Clinic hospital group in 1998). 

Melomed is the largest wholly black-owned private hospital 
group in the Western Cape and the company takes pride in 
providing private health care of an exceptionally high standard 
to the people who live in the vicinity of the hospitals, the major-
ity of whom are from previously disadvantaged communities. 
Melomed has an arrangement with medical schemes to charge 
the prescribed national tariff so there are no co-payments 
required from patients. 
How to get a licence?

The Melomed group was keen to expand into the northern ar-
eas, but because the licensing of hospitals is strictly regulated, 
it was not possible simply to decide to build a new hospital. 
Ebrahim Bhorat, chairman of Melomed Hospital Holdings, ex-
plains how, during apartheid times, they were only allowed one 
licence (for Melomed Gatesville), but after 1994 they battled 
to get another licence because of area dominance - all the 
prime areas were already taken by the larger hospital groups. 
After purchasing Mitchell’s Plain Hospital, they realised the 
only way to move forward would be to buy an existing licence 
and in September 2004 Melomed purchased the Jan S Marais 
Hospital from the Afrox group. 

The history of the Jan S Marais Hospital is intriguing. It 
was the first private hospital built in the Western Cape and 
also the first private hospital to be given a licence to admit 
persons of colour.
Where to relocate?

It was apparent that the location and the premises of the ex-
isting hospital were inadequate, as the inner city infrastructure 
surrounding it was deteriorating, so it was Melomed’s inten-
tion to relocate the hospital and doctors’ rooms at the time 
of buying the licence. But finding the right location began to 

seem impossible as it had to be close enough to the existing 
hospital for the Department of Health to approve the transfer 
of the licence. Both Bhorat and Joe Regal, facilities manager of 
Melomed Hospital Holdings, relate how they spent much time 
hunting for a suitable site, ironically driving past the vacant 
stand without realising that it was available. 

Even once the right position had been found and decided on, 
the process didn’t move smoothly. The land belonged to two 
Italian families who weren’t communicating well with each 
other and had gone back to live in Italy, so negotiations had 
to include transactions back and forth to Italy.
Hospital designed to be patient-friendly

The hospital design had to utilise the features of the property 
(e.g. access on two levels as it was a sloping piece of ground, 
minimal surrounding parking) to the best advantage. Regal 
describes how the lower ground level is ideal for the trauma 
unit as it offers suitable access for ambulances, while the 
ground floor opens onto Voortrekker Road providing access 
for patients and visitors using public transport. Indoor secure 
parking is available with separate areas for doctors and pa-
tients/visitors. 

The first floor houses the reception area and kiosk, the in-
house pharmacy, Pathcare (pathologists), Morton and Partners 
(radiologists) and doctors’ consulting rooms. Surgical and 
medical wards (general and private), the scope room for en-
doscopies and the intensive care unit are on the second floor, 
with the third floor containing the maternity ward and nursery, 
the paediatric unit and the mini-mosque and chapel. Regal 
explained that, originally, there was no fourth floor planned, 
but because of the overwhelming demand from specialists who 
had heard about the hospital, it was decided to include another 
floor to accommodate more doctors.

Kowie de Klerk, Melomed Bellville’s hospital manager, is re-
alistic about the challenges that lie ahead. ‘We have to compete 
with the big guns just up the street, and the only way to com-
pete is on quality,’ he said. He is happy that on day five after 
the hospital opened its doors, occupancy was already at 50%. 
His aim is to make Melomed Bellville the location of choice 
in the area, not just for patients but for doctors as well.

Bhorat has already noticed the positive influence of the 
new hospital’s relocation. “The patient profile has changed 
dramatically in the first week. People who were reluctant to go 
to Jan S Marais Hospital are happy to come here,” he said.

The Makings of a Great Hospital

Melomed Hospital Holdings chairman, Ebrahim Bhorat and Western Cape 
Health MEC, Theuns Botha officially opening the Melomed Bellville Hospital 
with the unveiling of the plaque 

Melomed Hospital Holdings chairman, Ebrahim Bhorat and 
Western Cape Health MEC, Theuns Botha, officially opening 
the Melomed Bellville Hospital with the unveiling of the plaque 

The hospital’s extensive trauma and emergency unit from the 
outside

The beautiful reception area resembles that of a five-star hotel

One of the hospital’s four-bed general wards 

The hospital’s in-house pharmacy

The all new Melomed Bellville Hospital 
from the outside
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The staff at Melomed Bellville Hospital take pride in 
making their patients’ stay in hospital as pleasant and as 
comfortable as possible. 

Gone are the days of hospital beds typified in the movies 
either collapsing on the patient or else needing a team of three 
to crank them up to enable the patient to sit up to eat. Every bed 
in Melomed Bellville Hospital is electronically controlled - no 
jerking movements, just smooth efficiency. 

General wards contain four beds, each with a TV monitor, 
telephone and Internet access. The private wards have lami-

nated wooden floors, balconies, leather tub chairs, LCD TV 
screens and en suite bathrooms to offer patients every possible 
comfort to assist their recovery. There’s a connection at each 
bedside, so that doctors can plug in their laptops to have all 
patient information readily accessible in the ward.
A thoughtful gift

Every patient receives a present on admission - a Melomed 
bag, containing a pair of slippers and basic toiletries.

Melomed’s CEO, Ridwaan Allie, described the rationale 
behind this extra service. 

“Because the Melomed hospital group is opening up the 

Patient Comfort is Paramount at Melomed Bellville

private healthcare service to previously disadvantaged areas, 
it is quite possible for a Member of Parliament and someone 
from an informal housing settlement to be lying in adjacent 
beds. Although companies may be providing medical scheme 
cover for their employees, the patient may be supporting a 
large family and so slippers might still be an extravagance 
they cannot afford,” Allie said.

By providing the same for every patient on admission, 
Melomed is aiming to prevent patients from feeling uncom-
fortable or ill at ease.

“We are targeting both the ‘have’ and ‘have not’ market and 
providing world class facilities,” said Allie. “We aim to make 
every patient feel when they leave our hospital that they have 
been well looked after and cared for.”
Comfort for kids

The paediatric ward is designed to make the whole hos-
pital experience less traumatising for children and parents, 
explained Joe Regal, facilities manager of Melomed Hospital 
Holdings. Not only does every bed have a TV monitor so kids 
won’t miss their favourite programmes, but there is also a con-
nection for a playstation to help ease the hours of boredom for 
every child confined to bed. 

Bright, cheerful colours, the theme of pirates (the nurses’ 
station is in the shape of a pirate ship) and scenes from Cape 
Town harbour create a lighter atmosphere, to give children 
every opportunity to focus on something other than their 
illness and discomfort and to encourage interest in their sur-
roundings.

The nurses’ station in the paediatric ward is in the form of the 
pirate ship 

Resuscitating a patient in the trauma unit

One of the luxury private wards with laminated wooden floors, 
leather tub chairs and a window with a view

The brightly coloured kiosk serves snacks and drinks for 
patients and their visitors
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A colourful play area provides welcome distractions for 

those able to get out of bed. Just like the adults, every paediatric 
patient gets a gift on admission - a backpack containing fun 
furry animal slippers and a teddy bear or soft toy to cuddle 
for comfort. Parents’ comfort is also catered for - a separate 
waiting room with recliner chairs allows parents to take a 
break and get some rest.

A spacious nursery adjoins the maternity ward with a 
wide window for relatives and family to view the newborns. 
Isolation-unit incubators provide a specialist environment 
for premature infants or ill neonates who need special care. 
New mothers receive a Melomed bag containing nappies and 
a selection of baby toiletries to get them started in the first 
few days of motherhood.

can be speedily dispensed, and a kiosk opposite reception 
provides drinks, snacks, balloons, flowers and toiletry es-
sentials for visitors’ and patients’ convenience. The hospital 
kitchen is fully Halaal and caters for special dietary needs and 
preferences when required.

The spiritual needs of patients and visitors have not been 
neglected. On the third floor there are prayer facilities where 
people can pray and sit quietly away from the bustle and stress 
of the hospital.

One of the hospital’s ultramodern theatres

A neonate is put into one of the isolation-unit incubators 

The modern trauma unit ensures that patients get optimal care

Dr Heinrich Weber, a paediatrician at Melomed Bellville, 
examines a newborn

Optimal patient care
Melomed Bellville has four theatres with holding and 

recovery areas, and a setting room for organisation of the 
instruments, equipment and medication required for each 
procedure. The 11-bed intensive care unit (ICU) contains the 
latest technological equipment to assist the dedicated critical 
care trained staff to ensure that critically ill patients get the 
best care. 

A fully equipped 24-hour trauma unit and ambulance service 
take care of medical emergencies. The unit has four beds, a 
resuscitation room and a procedure room. 

A pharmacy on the first floor ensures patients’ medication 
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PathCare, the private pathology practice servicing pa-
tients at the new Melomed Bellville Hospital, has a mod-
ern, convenient pathology laboratory on site to facilitate 
a fast turnaround time for pathology test results. 

Standard blood and urine tests, including liver and kidney 
function, full blood count, coagulation studies and cardiac 
enzymes can already be done on the premises, while endo-
crinological tests like thyroid function and hormonal tests 
are done at the PathCare laboratory a kilometre away. 

Tests that require more advanced procedures (like HIV and 
H1N1 virus testing) are sent away to the reference labora-
tory at N1 City. 

Provision has been made in the layout and design of the 
laboratory for expansion as the demand increases and more 
testing is required.
A broad range of expertise

PathCare has pathology expertise in a wide range of areas, 
including infectious diseases, anatomical pathology, forensic 
pathology, haematology, endocrinology, chemical pathology 
and veterinary pathology. 

They also provide environmental testing, genetic and 
molecular testing, industrial and occupational health test-
ing, clinical trials laboratory support and testing for life 
insurance purposes. 

Pathology Lab Moves towards Paperless Electronic Era

Paperless technology
All patient data are captured directly onto the computer, 

thereby making a return visit much easier for the patient as 
there is no need to fill in forms updating details - any changes 
(e.g. address or cellphone number) can simply be mentioned 
to the reception staff and will be updated immediately. 

The electronic system also saves costs and time, because by 
the time the patient’s blood reaches the medical technologist 
in the lab, she already knows what tests she has to perform, 
or whether the sample has to be prepared for referral to the 
main reference laboratory for processing. 

Similarly, once the results have been entered on the system, 
they are immediately available on computers in the wards 
or doctor’s rooms.

PathCare also offers two electronic results delivery systems 
outside the hospital environment:

PathProvider - a locally developed Internet-driven system 
that allows clinicians to access their patients’ results at any 
time and from any place where there is Internet access.  

PathMobile - a laboratory results delivery system designed 
for doctors to access pathology results via a web-enabled 
cellphone.

Elandi Bishop, PathCare national marketing manager, 
explains the benefits: “Both these systems dramatically 
improve the response time on results by eliminating the time 
needed for printing, report delivery or for the laboratory to 
phone the doctor.

“We do still offer hard copies, fax and email as alternatives 
to the above - or a doctor can choose as many different routes 
as he prefers.”

PathCare prides itself on being innovative and has an 
impressive range of ‘firsts’ to its credit: 

• The first to provide venesection 
• The first to collect specimens from hospitals and doctors’ 

rooms
• The f irst radio-immunoassay laboratory in private 

practice
• The f irst computerised laboratory in the southern 

hemisphere
• The first robotic automated chemistry immunodiagnostics 

testing system 
• The first liquid-based cytology (LBC) accredited laboratory 

in SA
• The first laboratory to do automated microbiology testing 

in Africa and the first laboratory with a training academy 
(over 120 students).

Qestmed congratulates 

the Melomed Hospital 

Group on the opening 

of their new Bellville 

Melomed Hospital

PathCare reception area

PathCare contact details:

Tel: 021-596-3800 (Client services)

Email: cl ients@pathcare.co.za

Website: www.pathcare.co.za
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Melomed Bellville Hospital is moving with the times in terms 
of environmentally friendly processes. The day-to-day running 
of any hospital may involve life-saving or health-enhancing 
aspects that may not always have a favourable effect on the 
environment. 

Awareness of the environmental impact of health-related pro-
cesses is something that is being taken into consideration more 
and more.
Save the trees

Although we are far from a paperless society, we are being en-
couraged daily to think before we print. Unnecessary use of paper 
does have an impact on the environment as trees are cut down to 
produce the paper.

The facilities manager of Melomed Hospital Holdings, Joe Regal, 
emphasised that the green concept was not something imposed on 
the users of the hospital but became a natural part of its develop-
ment. The decision to move towards a paperless system was born 
out of consultation with the practices of the pathologist and radiolo-
gists who were already implementing electronic communication. 
With pathology and radiology reports available electronically, it 
was a logical step to integrate the way these records and patient 
details could be easily accessed by computer in the wards. 

“All those plasma screens you see around the place aren’t just 
for watching SuperSport,” Regal quipped.

Melomed Bellville is approximately 80% paperless. Melomed 
Bellville’s hospital manager, Kowie de Klerk, said this was opening 
the door to full electronic medical record storage, a move he would 
welcome as a lot of space was wasted in the storing of patient folders 
for the legally required number of years. Security issues have been 
addressed to make sure that confidential information is secure and 
accessible only by the doctors and nurses attending the patients.

ensure an uninterrupted power supply to the hospital, should power 
outages occur in future. But its responsibility does not stop there.

Regal ensured that all the lighting installed in the hospital is 
environmentally friendly, of the energy-saving type. Lighting in 
the surgical operating theatres is by LED (light-emitting diode). 
These lights have the advantage of lower energy consumption and 

‘Green’ Systems Keep the Environment Healthy
a longer lifetime while providing optimal lighting for all types of 
operation. These lights can be adjusted at the touch of a button and 
an additional advantage for surgeons and patients is that they do 
not give off any heat.

With all these factors lessening the harmful impact on the envi-
ronment, Melomed Bellville can be said to be truly green.

The light-emitting diode 
(LED) lights in the theatre 

consume less energy and 
have a longer lifespan 
than other lights while 

providing optimal lighting 
for the most delicate 

operations

Saving water
These days, no one needs to be reminded that water is a very 

precious commodity. Vast amounts of water are needed every day 
for normal hospital procedures, and in the past radiology depart-
ments were often the greatest consumers of water because of the 
need to wash the chemicals off the x-ray films as they were being 
prepared, and to keep the processing equipment at acceptably cool 
temperatures. 

The move to a fully digital and electronic radiology process has 
drastically reduced water use. Instead of patients having to wait for 
films to be processed to take back to their doctors, no x-ray film is 
produced at all. Once the scan has been done, the digital image is 
loaded onto the radiology Picture Archiving and Communication 
System (PACS). This is accessible by the hospital database, so 
once the radiologist adds his/her report, the doctor who ordered 
the procedure can instantly access the scan from wherever he/she 
is in the hospital and proceed with treatment.
Reducing toxic chemicals

Filmless radiology not only saves water - it reduces toxic waste 
as well. Although it is standard practice to filter chemicals dur-
ing the washing of x-ray films, some chemicals still escape into 
drainage systems, and the filtered waste also has to be disposed 
of. Even the use of laser films involves chemicals that are toxic to 
the environment when the films no longer need to be kept and are 
thrown away. 
Energy-saving lights

‘Greenhouse effect’, ‘global warming’ - these are terms that 
responsible companies can no longer ignore. The Western Cape 
has experienced power outages in the past because the electricity 
requirements in the province exceeded what Eskom was able to 
supply. It is surely unnecessary to state that Melomed Bellville 
has made provision for emergencies, and has its own generators to 

No x-ray films are produced at all. Once the scan has been 
done, the image is loaded onto the Picture Archiving and 
Communication System (PACS) and it is readily available for 
the doctor to view on his computer in his rooms or in the wards 
on the hospital network

17 GLENHURST ROAD 
BEACONVALE PAROW 

INDUSTRIA 7500     
ph :021 931 3786

 fax : 021 931 8786
cell 082 786 5897

email  thewashtub@xsinet.co.za

CONGRATULATE 
MELOMED ON 
THE OPENING 
OF BELLVILLE 

MEDICAL CENTRE
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Melomed Bellville Hospital has one of the first fully digital 
and electronic radiology units in the Western Cape. 

Morton and Partners provides a full radiology service for patients 
in the hospital and to the consulting doctors in their rooms. 
Reduced waiting times

Patients attending the radiology unit for examinations don’t 
have to wait while the films are being processed; they can return 
to the doctor’s rooms or be wheeled back to their wards. The 
digital images, once assessed by a radiologist, are loaded onto 
the radiology picture archiving and communication system 
(PACS) and are immediately accessible to the doctors on their 
computers in their consulting rooms or in the wards through 
the hospital network.
Environmental impact

As well as the time saving and efficiency aspects of this process, 
the fact that no films are produced has considerable environmental 
benefits. The chemicals used in standard radiology film processing 
are routinely filtered, and although filtration measures reduce 
the number of toxins released into the environment, they cannot 
totally eliminate them, explained Achmat Salie, the radiographic 

Melomed Bellville’s Radiology Unit 
a Bonus for the Whole Western Cape

commodity in our modern world and particularly in the Western 
Cape, this is a welcome development.”

The process is not yet fully paperless. In the initial phase, there 
is a paper trail to check that the new system works properly, 
which will eventually be phased out. Folders will store digital 
images instead of film. 
Confidentiality

Salie emphasised that the confidentiality aspect has been 
seriously addressed. With patient details being loaded onto the 
computer database, extreme care has been taken to ensure that 
only the doctor who requested the x-ray will be able to access 
the scans and reports.
Wide range of radiology services

The unit offers the full range of standard radiology services, 
including ultrasound, mammography, gynaecological scans and 
bone densitometry. A state-of-the-art, multi-slice 16-slice CT 
scanner has been installed, ideal for whole body and post-opera-
tive studies, with a wide range of diagnostic capabilities.

General practitioners and specialists in the area will also be 
able to make use of the radiology practice. Instead of x-ray film, 
they will receive a CD containing the images which they can 
view on their own computers, or they can log onto our system 
through a secure network to access their patients’ results,” 
Salie said.

For more information on the services and PACS at Morton 
& Partners, contact Lizelle van Antwerpen (PACS liaison 
manager) on 083-232-2272.

services manager for Morton 
and Partners. Whereas other 
units are also moving towards 
digitalisation and reducing the use 
of chemicals, this is the second 
unit in the Morton practice in the 
Western Cape to be completely 
film-free from the outset. Salie 
also pointed out the benefits 
of saving water because of not 
having to wash films during the 
film processing stage. Radiology 
film processing is a considerable 
consumer of water as the process 
of washing the chemicals off the 
films requires large amounts of 
water. “Our consumption of water 
usage has dropped dramatically,” 
Salie said. 

“With water being a precious 

The state-of-the-art x-ray room

Viewing the x-ray images on the hospital’s PACS system. Melomed Bellville is the first hospital 
in the Western Cape to boast a fully digital x-ray system
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When Melomed Hospital Holdings needed funding for their 
new Bellville hospital, they approached the state-owned 
Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) of SA for as-
sistance. Over R144m has been provided to fund not only 
the new 123-bed Bellville hospital, but also to increase the 
capacity of Melomed Gatesville Hospital by 40 beds. 

IDC head of the healthcare and education unit, Zora Ma-
dikizela, revealed that part of the funding for these projects 
was approved under the IDC’s Township and Rural Hospital 
Scheme. 

The IDC Township and Rural Hospital Scheme is for the 
development of new hospitals and clinics, or expansion of 
existing facilities in rural and township areas in South Africa, 
the definition of such areas to be at IDC’s sole discretion. The 
acquisition of equipment must be linked to the new expansion 
of bed capacity. To qualify for approval, the hospital must show 
black ownership in terms of the Employment Equity Act of 1998 
at least 50% plus one share. The total number of existing plus 
new beds funded at the licensed site may not exceed 150. 

With Melomed complying with all criteria as they are a wholly 
black-owned company and fully black economic empowerment 
(BEE) compliant, also with female representation at executive 
level, there was no problem in getting the funding approved.

“These hospitals service approximately two to three million 
people with the majority of the patients from previously disad-
vantaged communities from the Cape Flats,” Madikizela said. 
“These developments will create about 300 jobs. Most of the 
staff and management are from previously disadvantaged com-
munities, as are most of the resident doctors and specialists.”

peninsula area, along the M5 highway. 
Melomed Hospital Holdings CEO, Ridwaan Allie said the 

intention is to build one of the finest ‘boutique’ hospitals in 
Cape Town’s southern suburbs. The project is expected to be 
competed in 2011.

A Private Hospital Group that Prides 
Itself on Exceptional Service
Melomed Hospital Holdings is 
a statement of confidence in the 
health development sector. 

As the largest wholly owned 
black private hospital group in the 
private healthcare industry in the 
Western Cape, the company prides 
itself on providing world-class 
medical facilities accessible to lo-
cal communities on the Cape Flats, 
where the majority of the province’s 
previously disadvantaged commu-
nities reside. 

IDC Funds Melomed 
Hospitals on Cape Flats

At the new Melomed Bellville, all beds are electronically 
controlled to ensure the comfort of all patients

Melomed Hospital 
Holdings CEO,  
Ridwaan Allie

Not your traditional hospital passage

A happy mom and baby enjoying the excellent care and service 
provided at Melomed Bellville

Patient health and recovery are Melomed’s utmost priority 
and no effort and expense is spared to ensure their well-be-
ing.

The hospital group currently owns three hospitals. They are 
the 132-bed Melomed Gatesville and Mitchells Plain Hospital, 
and the brand new Melomed Bellville.

Recently the Western Cape Department of Health granted the 
company a licence to establish a 126-bed hospital in the south 

Medical Chronicle wishes to congratulate the management 
and staff of the Melomed Hospital Holdings group on the 

opening of their beautiful new Bellville hospital.

The Doctor’s Newspaper

MEDICAL
C H R O N I C L E
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Riebeeck’s undeveloped land to Melomed Bellville, the past few 
periods have seen a plethora of development and refinement. We 
sincerely hope to continue this trend whilst providing a cutting-
edge service in a market that is underserviced and fraught with 
welfare concerns,” he concluded.

Morton & Partners are proud to announce the opening of their 9th Cape Town 
branch at the new Bellville Melomed Hospital.

This state-of-the-art department will be our second practice to open as a fully digital 
filmless imaging centre, linked to our Picture Archiving and Communication 
System (PACS). Reports and images will be available to referring clinicians on the 
hospital network, and via ADSL to outside referring clinicians.

This system promotes a rapid turnaround time for patients, increasing efficiency. 
Images are distributed on a CD to doctors outside the hospital, and we offer an IT 
support service for our referring clinicians.

Our vision for this department is to develop a highly specialized imaging facility to 
support our clinical specialists. The modalities that will be available are: 

 • Multislice Computed Tomography
 • Ultrasound 
 • Digital Mammography
 • Bone Mineral Densitometry
 • Interventional Radiology and Fluoroscopy
 • General and Trauma Radiology

Our business hours are currently 8am-5pm, with a 24hour emergency service.
For further information and for bookings please contact our department;

Tel: 021-9461020
Fax: 021-9461111 

IT support: 083-607-4613
enquiries@morton.co.za

Morton & Partners are committed to deliver a top quality service to our referring doctors, 
and to their patients. We are looking forward to being part of the Bellville medical 

community, and we congratulate Melomed on the opening of their new hospital.

Morton & Partners
R adiologists

On Wednesday 19 August Melomed Bell-
ville Hospital celebrated its official open-
ing with a glittering gala dinner. Guests 
welcomed by Melomed Hospital Holdings 
chairperson Ebrahim Bhorat, included 
Western Cape Health MEC, Theuns Bo-
tha,  Judge Shiraz Desai, members of the 
Bellville Municipality, principal officers of 
affiliated medical insurances, in particular, 
Neil Nair and his team from Samwumed, 
financial intermediaries (the Industrial De-
velopment Corporation (IDC), Wesbank, 
and First National Bank (FNB), NHN CEO, 
Otto Wypkema, Pastor Nols Fuchs, secre-
tary-general of the Muslim Judicial Council 
of SA, Moulana Abdul Khaliq Allie, and the 
professional construction team led by Dušan Brandstätter, 
as well as the many allied health professionals present. 

Unveiling the plaque commemorating the opening of the 
hospital, the MEC stressed the importance of good relationships 
between government and the healthcare sector. Acknowledging 
that public health care is under pressure worldwide, and refer-
ring to the ‘stark challenges’ facing the health care sector in SA, 
Botha pointed out that private health care in this country is in 
an excellent state. He feels that the public health sector in the 
province should aspire to the standards and quality of hospitals 
such as Melomed Bellville instead of using the rest of Africa 
as a benchmark. He envisioned this becoming possible when 
there is a closer relationship, cooperation and joining of forces 
between public and private health care. 

“When the public and the private sector join hands, we will be 

able to offer world-class health services to the 
people of this country. Together we can be the 
best in the world,” he concluded.

Bhorat directed the focus of his address 
not to the undoubtedly outstanding medico-
technical advances available at Melomed 
Bellville or the proficiency of the doctors and 
personnel, but to the people who will attend 
the hospital. In the tradition of the Melomed 
group, Melomed Bellville will continue to 
focus on making its services accessible to 
the ordinary people of SA. Melomed shuns 
competitor practices of meagre personnel 
wage and salary disbursement and inflated 
healthcare rates to patients, he said. 

Acknowledging that SA’s heavier burden of 
disease, human resource shortages, poor financial management 
and management of health institutions, inadequate funding and 
deteriorating infrastructure were behind the worsening conditions 
in the public sector, Bhorat pledged Melomed’s support for the 
government’s plan for a single health system rollout. Cooperation, 
commitment and constructive deliberation are key in ensur-
ing the execution is not flawed. He stressed the need for broad 
consultation on the design and implementation on the NHI and 
the NHI Fund, where sober, evidence-based debate is required 
and not alarmist dissent. The Melomed group is ideally located 
to be a role player in the process and implementation of the NHI 
and desires to forge a strong relationship with the public sector 
whereby they could co-develop and co-manage facilities for the 
benefit of the mutual base they serve, Bhorat said. 

“From new cardiac to devoted renal units, from Jan van 

Gala Dinner Marks Official Opening of 
Melomed Bellville Hospital

Master of ceremonies at the event, Marc Lottering 
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Congratulations Melomed
Technokil would like to congratulate the Melomed 

Group on the launch of its new medical centre.  
May the new centre go from strength to strength,  

and serve the community well.
Technokil specialises in the following services: 

• Pest control • Hygiene• Birdproofing• Fumigation

For more information, please contact Technokil on: 
Tel: 021- 951-2424  Fax: 021- 951-5526 

Email: technokil@intermail.co.za

Technokil CC
CK No: 1998/023996/23 | VAT No: 4390174540

PO Box 31398, Grassy Park 7888
Environmental 

Services

Melomed Bellville paediatrician, Dr Heinrich Weber, and his 
wife arrive at the gala dinner

Mr Khan and Dr N Hamdulay 

Mariam Gamieldien (left) and Mastura Johnson, manager 
Melomed Gatesville

Western Cape MEC for Health, Theuns Botha 

Melomed Hospital Holdings chairperson, Mr Ebrahim Bhorat

Melomed Hospital Holdings financial manager, Mr Lynn 
Moonsamy, and his wife 

From left to right: Dr S Bhorat, dentist at Melomed Bellville 
and Gatesville, Abraham Botha and Ziyaad Bhorat

From left to right: Gadija Khan, Mathilda Heyes and Mrs 
Arendse

Dr Shirani Naidoo (left) a paediatrician at Melomed Bellville 
and Mrs Weber

Ingrid Gilburt (left) and Dr S Gilburt, ophthalmic surgeon at 
Melomed Bellville

Ms Nadya Mahomed (left), Melomed Hospital Holdings 
corporate affairs manager, Mrs R Naidoo and Mr Anant Patel

Judith Maloy and Carol Annadale from FNB

Melomed Gatesville nursing services manager, Mrs Dalvie and 
her husband


